
      

 

 

 

NDNA SHOUT OUT 
Well done to us!! 

After our super successful 30-day 

tuff tray challenge- we decided to 

share some photos with the NDNA 

(National Daycare Nursery 

association) to inspire other 

nurseries.  

From this post the NDNA Facebook 

page now have a continual ‘tuff tray’ 

forum for Nurseries up and down 

the UK to share ideas- all started by 

us!! So well done team 

 

 

 

INCREDIBLE EGGS 

Summer Term 

Newsletter

bus 

Our Cubs will 

spend time 

each day 

looking at the 

new eggs that 

will be 

delivered on 

Monday and 

watching for 

the chicks to 

hatch. This 

will give us an 

opportunity to 

introduce new 

language and 

vocabulary to 

the Cubs. We 

INCREDIBLE EGGS 
29th April – Egg Arrival 

We are lucky enough to have the 

incredible egg company visit us 

again this Easter.  

The farmer will drop off 10 eggs and we have the great 

responsibility of hatching the eggs and introducing the Chicks 

to life!  

Last year was such a brilliant success, 8/10 eggs hatched, and 

we were blessed with 8 healthy, beautiful chicks that we kept 

for a week. The children will learn about the egg lifecycle, gain 

a sense of responsibility, nurture and care for live animals, an 

understanding of living things and an insight into animal 

breeding and British farming.  

Here are some pictures of last year: 

STAFF NEWS 
We have some lovely news to share with you all. Nikki Timothy, our under Two‘s Deputy Manager is expecting her third baby! Nikki 

is excited to share the news with you all and will continue working in the Cubs room and managing the under two’s staff until late 

September when she will begin her maternity leave.  

We are also very sad to announce that sarah McDonald will be leaving the nursery on Thursday 25th April. Sarah has taken a role 

working in a school on a one to one basis with a child. We would like to wish Sarah the very best of luck and of course say a massive 

thank you for the wonderful contribution she has made to Day Care at Saint Martin’s. 

We would also like to introduce our new member of staff to the Cubs team; Emma Fearon has joined us on a full time basis.  Emma 

has been working alongside the older children in the Cubs room to support them in their transitions to Bears. Emma is Level 3 Child 

care qualified and has worked in baby rooms in nurseries for the past 4 years. 

EASTER BONNET COMPETITION 
We will be holding an Easter Bonnet competition in each room in the 

Nursery. We would like you to encourage the children to make and 

create their own Easter Bonnet at home.  

The children can decorate hats/ headbands with Easter craft; 

glitter, paint, glue and anything else you have at home. Each room 

with have 3 winners, the bonnets can be brought in throughout the 

week 15th – 18th, we will take pictures and ask the children to do an 

Easter cat walk!!  

Please can the bonnets be the 

children’s work as much as possible – 

it’s just for fun!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY During May we would like to take a whole nursery 

approach to review our Behaviour Management strategy and 

would like to involve parents and practitioners in this. 

Parents are invited to join us for our Behaviour Management 

training evening on Wednesday 8th May entitled ‘5 steps to 

positive parenting.’ 

We will embed this focus through activities that include 

talking about feelings, recognising behaviours and managing 

feelings. The children experience games that encourage 

talking about feelings, expressing behaviours and will be 

encouraged to play imaginatively and take part in role play 

managing different behaviours.  The children will be taught 

boundaries, sharing and how to understand other children’s 

needs. They will learn how to talk about each other and 

themselves in positive terms during circle time and ‘talking 

teddy’ time. The children also learn important skills such as 

‘kind hands’ and being gentle through role play with the dolls. 

They also learn to label their emotions through playing 

emotions games and using the emotions cushions. 

 

 

 

 

JUNE Mathematics, numbers and shapes will be the 

focus during June. The children will be learning how to 

select groups of objects, challenging their counting and 

organising skills and numbers recognition.  The children will 

also be making comparisons, learn how to use numerical 

language, reciting number sequences, count to 10 and beyond 

and overall be introduced to Maths as a subject. The shape 

area of the Maths focus will be delivered by encouraging the 

children to recognise shapes in the environment, categorise 

shapes, look carefully at their characteristics, and to begin 

to use positional language.  

 

 

 
 

We have attached the statements from the Early Years 

Foundation Stage relating to Maths development and 

Personal Social and Emotional development in each age 

range along with the ideas and planning that we will be 

implementing. This will help parents to see what levels of 

understanding we are aiming to achieve with your child, 

and how you can support this at home. We hope you find 

it a useful addition to the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRESS JANUARY - APRIL 

Our 3 main focuses from January through to March were: 

• Health & self-care  

• Speaking  

• Reading  

We are delighted that through the focused activities and 

training we have implemented this has had the impact of 

significantly improving children’s progress across these areas of 

the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

85% of children made significant progress in the aspect of 

‘speaking’ in Communication and Language. It has been lovely to 

hear such great conversations and improvements in vocabulary 

and the children’s confidence in speaking.  

62% of children made progress in the aspect of ‘reading;’ and we 

have decided to continue our focus on this throughout April. The 

children have loved the focused story times in all rooms and have 

enjoyed being actively involved in child-led story times where the 

children make up their own characters and develop the story 

themselves. Even the Cubs have learnt to sit beautifully and 

listen to story time!  

74% of children made progress in Health & self-care; learning 

and embedding skills such as great hand washing and hygiene 

routines and understanding about healthy choices with nutrition 

and exercise.  

Over the next three months, we will continue to develop the 

children’s reading and enjoyment of books and story-telling for 

April; look at ‘managing feelings & behaviours’ during May, and 

focus on mathematics during June. You can help support this 

learning by uploading videos to the nursery via the EYLog of 

children developing their skills at home’ 

FOCUS 

APRIL We will be continuing interactive stories, action 

books, different reading materials and revisiting familiar stories 

in order to continue supporting the children to make more 

progression for April’s reading focus.  We plan to deliver the 

reading curriculum around areas of rhythm, rhyme and songs and 

this is reinforced each week with our visit from Rhythm Time. 

The books we will be enjoying with the children over the next few 

weeks are, ‘Dear Zoo’, ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and ‘Aliens 

and Underpants.’  The children will be encouraged to show 

awareness of the characters, illustrations and how to look at 

books independently. The older Lion’s children will be supported 

to read at a more advanced level using phonics and blending 

sounds in preparation for independent reading. 



BEHAVIOUR TRAINING WORKSHOP 
 

On Wednesday 8th May between 6pm – 7pm Therese Hoyle will be delivering a behaviour 

training workshop at Day Care at St Martins for both parents and staff. We are currently 

rewriting out behaviour policy and have sourced some help from Therese on which elements to 

add/ change. Therese will be exploring challenging behaviours and giving pointers for both staff 

members and you (parents) on how to set appropriate boundaries, reinforce positive behaviour 

and understanding tantrums, sharing disputes and biting/ hitting. 

 

  

Leading UK Coach, Circle Time & Positive Playtime Expert,  

Best Selling Author of 101 Playground Games & 101 Wet Playtime Games 

Therese Hoyle has over 25 years’ teaching experience in mainstream, special and higher education. 

She is the founder and Head Facilitator of Therese Hoyle Consultancies (previously The Success 

Partnership Limited). Since 1996 Therese has worked nationally and internationally with over 450 

schools and organisations and with more than 14,500 individuals inspiring them with Positive Playtime, 

Circle Time, Positive Parenting, Positive Behaviour Management, Emotional Literacy and Leadership 

Coaching programmes.  

Her work in schools has been featured in a UK DfES, BBC Anti Bullying Video (never released), the 

national press and New Zealand’s Education Gazette. She is a feature writer for Teacher’s Matter 

Magazine, Australasia and Edventure Playtime Resources Catalogue. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Monday 15th April -Monday 21st April 

Easter holidays (term time children out) 

Friday 19th April – Good Friday 

Bank hols (Nursery closed) 

Monday 21st April- Easter Monday 

Bank hols (Nursery closed) 

Monday 29th April - Eggs/Chicks 

Arrive (for 10 days) 

Wednesday 8th May 

Behaviour management training – “5 steps towards positive parenting” 

Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May 

May half term (term time children out) 

Monday 27th May 

Bank hols- (Nursery closed) 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of your child’s care, please do get in touch  

as follows: 

Sarah Beattie; Nursery Director: sarah@daycarestmartins.co.uk 

Jess Dolan; Nursery Manager:jess@daycarestmartins.co.uk 

Linda Yorke-Biggs; Accounts Manager: linda@daycarestmartins.co.uk 

Tel: 0121 711 2557 

Our new website is: 

www.daycarestmartins.co.uk 
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